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Materials, Supplies Rebecca Rhodes 

Materials used in our School 
 
Every artist has their favorite brushes, paper, and paints. I encourage you to research and experiment until you find 
what works best for you. Over time, I have developed a list of preferred materials, and hope this will serve as a guide 
as you acquire what works best for you.  
 
I am an affiliate of both Blick art Materials and Rosemary & Co. and receive a small commission when you click any of 
these links. Thank you! 
 

 
 
Scroll lower to learn about: 
 

• Paints 
• Brushes 
• Paper 
• Additional materials 
• Recommended links to purchase materials 

 

Prints 
 
Would you like to make prints of your paintings? I use iPrintfromhome to create high-quality giclee prints from your 
own digital files. My favorite paper is Somerset Velvet. When you create an account at iPrintfromHome.com, I'd love it 
if you would enter my name, Rebecca Rhodes, in the "Referred by" entry box. Thank you! 
 

 

Materials Used in our Tutorials  Feel free to use your favorite brushes, paper, colors.  
 

Paints   If you don't have these colors, it's ok. Feel free to use your favorite colors!  
 
In these tutorials, we use Winsor & Newton Professional Watercolor Paints. The small, 5 ml tubes, last a long time. 
Feel free to use tubes, pans, or anything that you prefer. 
 
Colors used Most Often in our Tutorials (click the links below to learn more) 
 

• French Ultramarine Blue 
• Burnt Umber or Burnt Sienna 
• Yellow Ochre 
• Winsor Lemon 
• Permanent Rose  

 

https://www.dickblick.com/?AID=12117697&PID=8526199&Ref=CJ&source=affiliate&CID=5036713&Publisher=Rebecca+Rhodes+Art&Blick_affiliate=5036713&cjevent=f5bc38dc9dfe11f08289005b0a82b821
https://www.rosemaryandco.com/
https://iprintfromhome.com/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/winsor-newton-professional-watercolor-tubes/?AID=12117697&PID=8526199&Ref=CJ&source=affiliate&CID=5036713&Publisher=Rebecca+Rhodes+Art&Blick_affiliate=5036713&cjevent=faefec34721a11f0818c00f00a82b82a
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/00319-5271/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/00319-8051/?AID=12117697&PID=8526199&Ref=CJ&source=affiliate&CID=5036713&Publisher=Rebecca+Rhodes+Art&Blick_affiliate=5036713&cjevent=d6a66e11fc1411ea830a012d0a24060f
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/00319-8041/
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/00319-4041/
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/00319-4901/
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/00319-3261/
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It's amazing what you can create with five colors! 
 

• French Ultramarine Blue with Burnt Umber or Burnt Sienna creates all kinds of grays, blacks, and browns. 
• Permanent Rose with a Yellow Ochre or Winsor Lemon creates pinks, reds, oranges 
• Yellows layered with browns opens up a whole new library of golds, browns, tans 

 
To create white whiskers and white fur, I prefer either of these products: 
 

• Dr. Ph. Martins' Bleed Proof White 
• Permanent White Gouache 

 

Additional Colors  Used in some courses - it is not necessary to purchase all of these colors. 

 
• Lamp Black 
• Winsor Blue (Green Shade) 
• Scarlet Lake - a warm red 
• Payne’s Gray 
• Cobalt Blue 
• Cerulean Blue 
• Indian Yellow 
• New Gamboge 
• Permanent Sap Green 
• Vandyke Brown 

 

Brushes 
 
If you don't have these brushes, it's ok. Feel free to use your favorite brushes! I use a small brush for creating fur and 
details and a medium-to large brush for covering larger areas. 
 
SMALL BRUSH: Pointed Round Brush  
 
A pointed round brush has a narrow, pointed tip for creating details and thin, fine hairs.  
These two brushes are used in our school. Either brush will work well for creating fur and details. 
They are both sturdy enough to create fur and retain a nice, fine point.  
 

• Michael Klein Synthetic Pointed Round Brush, size 2, by Rosemary & Co.  
• Raphael Golden Kaerell Synthetic Pointed Round Brush, size 0  

 
 
MEDIUM TO LARGE BRUSH  
 
Used to cover larger areas; Any round watercolor brush will be fine. You will see these brushes in our recent tutorials: 
 

• Princeton Velvetouch Long Round #6 - brush head is about 3/4-inch (2 cm) 
• Princeton Velvetouch Long Round #14 - brush head is about 1/5 inch (3.8 cm) 

 

https://www.jdoqocy.com/click-8526199-12117697?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fproducts%2Fdr-ph-martins-bleedproof-white%2F%3FfromSearch%3D%252Fsearch%252F%253Fq%253Ddr.%252520ph.%252520martins%252520bleed%252520proof%252520white
https://www.jdoqocy.com/click-8526199-12117697?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fproducts%2Fwinsor-newton-designers-gouache%2F%3FfromSearch%3D%252Fsearch%252F%253Fq%253Dwinsor%252520and%252520newton%252520permanent%252520white%252520gouache
https://www.dickblick.com/items/00319-2561/?AID=12117697&PID=8526199&Ref=CJ&source=affiliate&CID=5036713&Publisher=Rebecca+Rhodes+Art&Blick_affiliate=5036713&cjevent=24b51f4afc1511ea82ee013d0a240611
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/winsor-newton-professional-watercolor-winsor-blue-green-shade-5-ml-tube/
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/winsor-newton-professional-watercolor-scarlet-lake-5-ml-tube/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/00319-2561/?AID=12117697&PID=8526199&Ref=CJ&source=affiliate&CID=5036713&Publisher=Rebecca+Rhodes+Art&Blick_affiliate=5036713&cjevent=24b51f4afc1511ea82ee013d0a240611
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/blick-artists-watercolor-cobalt-blue-14-ml-tube/
https://www.dpbolvw.net/click-8526199-12117697?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fwinsor-newton-professional-watercolor-cerulean-blue-5-ml-tube%2F
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/winsor-newton-professional-watercolor-indian-yellow-5-ml-tube/
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/winsor-newton-professional-watercolor-new-gamboge-5-ml-tube/
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/winsor-newton-professional-watercolor-permanent-sap-green-5-ml-tube/
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/click-8526199-12117697?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fwinsor-newton-professional-watercolor-vandyke-brown-5-ml-tube%2F
https://www.rosemaryandco.com/michael-klein-synthetic-pointed-rounds?u=rebeccarhodes
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/raphael-golden-kaerell-brush-pointed-round-short-handle-size-0/
https://www.dpbolvw.net/click-8526199-12117697?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fprinceton-velvetouch-series-3950-synthetic-brush-long-round-size-6%2F
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/click-8526199-12117697?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fprinceton-velvetouch-series-3950-synthetic-brush-long-round-size-14%2F
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CREATING FUR QUICKLY 
 
You might see these brushes in recent tutorials - not required, but used to 
create fur quickly.  
 
• Comber Brush: Series 2230 Spiky Comber Golden Synthetic Brush (1/2 inch)  
• Filbert Grainer: Princeton Select Filbert Grainer 1/2" 
 
 

Additional Brushes Used by Members 
 
Many members use the brushes listed above but others have their favorites, 
listed below. I've used all of these, and some are seen in older tutorials. I encourage you to experiment until you find a 
brush that best fits your needs: 
 

• Princeton Neptune Oval Wash #1 
• Princeton Neptune Quill #6 
• Lowe-Cornell Ultra Round Brush, size 2 or 4 
• Princeton Velvetouch Long Round Brush, series 3950 size 2, 4, or 6 
• Silver Black Velvet round brush, size 2 
• Billy Showell Synthetic Pointed Round brush, size 2 or 4 

 

Paper  We use Arches Natural White 140 lb. watercolor paper for our tutorials, mostly Cold Press.  

 
You can purchase the paper in blocks, single large sheets that you can cut to size, and sometimes in packs of sheets. 
 
Preparing Watercolor Paper for Painting 
 
This step is optional, and helps to keep the watercolor paper from wrinkling, buckling.  
Before transferring the drawing to the watercolor paper, I soak the watercolor paper for 3 to 6 minutes in water, 
staple the edges of the paper to Gatorfoam Board, and allow to dry completely, usually overnight. 
 

 
Gatorfoam is a lightweight, rigid display board that has a dense, firm core and a water-resistant surface. I use the 1/2 
inch thickness. The board comes in different sizes. I have the 16" x 23" - my paintings are usually no larger than this. 
 
 
 

https://www.rosemaryandco.com/golden-new-spiky-comber?u=rebeccarhodes
https://www.jdoqocy.com/click-8526199-12117697?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fprinceton-select-synthetic-brush-filbert-grainer-short-handle-size-12%2F
https://www.jdoqocy.com/click-8526199-12117697?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fprinceton-neptune-synthetic-squirrel-brush-oval-wash-short-handle-size-1%2F
https://www.jdoqocy.com/click-8526199-12117697?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fprinceton-neptune-synthetic-squirrel-brush-quill-short-handle-size-6%2F
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/products/loew-cornell-ultra-round-watercolor-brushes/
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/products/princeton-velvetouch-series-3950-synthetic-brushes/
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526199/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/06196-1002/
https://www.billyshowell.com/brushes-collection
https://www.dickblick.com/products/arches-natural-white-watercolor-paper/?AID=12117697&PID=8526200&Ref=CJ&source=affiliate&CID=5036713&Publisher=Rebecca+Rhodes+Art&Blick_affiliate=5036713&cjevent=65c1a18e721b11f0823801160a82b820
https://www.dpbolvw.net/click-8526199-12117697?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fproducts%2Fgatorfoam-board%2F%3FfromSearch%3D%252Fsearch%252F%253Fsearchword%253Dgatorfoam%2520board
https://www.kqzyfj.com/click-8526199-12117697?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fgatorfoam-gatorfoam-board-16-x-23-x-12-white%2F
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Additional Materials 
 
Tracing Paper: I use Canson Artist Series Tracing Paper Pads to create my initial drawing. 
 
Transfer Paper: To transfer the drawing to the watercolor paper, I use graphite paper or Saral Wax Free Transfer Paper. 
 
Sturdy Container for Water: I use a large plastic container so the water does not have to be changed often. 
 
Paper Towels, cloth Towels: For cleaning brushes, blotting, and cleaning up 
 
Palette: This hinged plastic palette contains 18 wells. Brand: Mijello Fusion Airtight Watercolor Palette. Any hard 
surface that repels water, such as a plate, will work just as well. 
 

 
 

My set up looks like this. 
 
Plastic container for water, brushes on the folded hand towel, paper 
towels nearby for blotting and cleaning up. I’m right handed, so 
these items are on the right, and my computer screen to view the 
reference photo is on the left. 
I hope this information is helpful to you as you choose materials that 
work best for your needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.dickblick.com/products/canson-artist-series-tracing-paper-pads/?AID=12117697&PID=8526199&Ref=CJ&source=affiliate&CID=5036713&Publisher=Rebecca+Rhodes+Art&Blick_affiliate=5036713&cjevent=508bd145721c11f08245011d0a82b838
https://www.dickblick.com/products/kingart-graphite-transfer-paper/?fromSearch=%2Fsearch%2F%3Fsearchword%3Dgraphite%20paper&AID=12117697&PID=8526199&Ref=CJ&source=affiliate&CID=5036713&Publisher=Rebecca+Rhodes+Art&Blick_affiliate=5036713&cjevent=d3f34f43721611f0810101040a82b832
https://www.dickblick.com/products/saral-wax-free-transfer-paper/?fromSearch=%2Fsearch%2F%3Fsearchword%3Dgraphite%20paper&AID=12117697&PID=8526199&Ref=CJ&source=affiliate&CID=5036713&Publisher=Rebecca+Rhodes+Art&Blick_affiliate=5036713&cjevent=ecc761fb721611f0810101040a82b832
http://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8526200/type/dlg/https:/www.dickblick.com/items/03095-4018/
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Where to Purchase Supplies 
 
Not sure where to purchase painting supplies? Here is a list of resources, thanks to the members of our School!  
Email Rebecca Rhodes at admin@rebeccarhodesart.com with your additional suggestions and thank you! 
 
United States 

• Dick Blick https://www.dickblick.com/ 

• Artist & Craftsman Supply https://www.artistcraftsman.com 

• Journey Art Stuff (formerly Cheap Joe’s) https://journeyartstuff.com/ 

• Ellen Hutson Paper Craft Essentials & More: https://www.ellenhutson.com/ 

• Jackson’s Art Supplies (U.S. and U.K.) https://www.jacksonsart.com/ 

• Jerry’s Artarama https://www.jerrysartarama.com 

• Princeton Artist Brush Co. https://www.princetonbrush.com/ 

• Sam Flax, Orlando, Florida https://www.samflaxorlando.com/ 

• Scrapbook https://www.scrapbook.com 

• St. Louis Art Supply 

• Wind River Arts 
 
United Kingdom 

• Cass Art https://www.cassart.co.uk/ 

• Jackson’s Art Supplies (U.S. and U.K.) https://www.jacksonsart.com/ 

• Ken Bromley Art Supplies https://www.artsupplies.co.uk 

• Rosemary & Co. Brushes https://www.rosemaryandco.com/ 
 
Australia 

• Art Shed Online https://www.artshedonline.com.au/ 

• Eckersleys Art and Craft https://www.eckersleys.com.au/ 

• Micador https://www.micador.com.au/ 

• Sydney Art Store https://www.thesydneyartstore.com.au/ 

• The Art Scene https://www.artscene.com.au/ 

• Senior Art: https://seniorart.com.au/ 
 
Canada 
DeSerres: https://www.deserres.ca/ 
Delta Art & Drafting Supplies:  https://www.deltaart.ca/ 
 
Additional…. 

• Amazon.com https://www.amazon.com 

• Hobby Lobby https://www.hobbylobby.com 

• Michaels Arts and Crafts https://www.michaels.com 
 
This page was updated in 2026. 
If you have any questions or suggestions, contact me, Rebecca Rhodes at admin@rebeccarhodesart.com. Thank you! 
 

mailto:admin@rebeccarhodesart.com
https://www.dickblick.com/
https://www.artistcraftsman.com/
https://journeyartstuff.com/
https://www.ellenhutson.com/
https://www.jacksonsart.com/
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/
https://www.princetonbrush.com/
https://www.samflaxorlando.com/
https://www.scrapbook.com/
https://shop.stlartsupply.com/
https://windriverarts.com/
https://www.cassart.co.uk/
https://www.jacksonsart.com/
https://www.artsupplies.co.uk/
https://www.rosemaryandco.com/
https://www.artshedonline.com.au/
https://www.eckersleys.com.au/
https://www.micador.com.au/
https://www.thesydneyartstore.com.au/
https://www.artscene.com.au/
https://seniorart.com.au/
https://seniorart.com.au/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeHZXb0tTUDNGVFVycDYyWHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR55Rv3k2imBmej_Md-E4TOYXxcaMUBgRU0anb-_iblPNVfMEpJnCZTu8Q-rLg_aem_Zl843xR1wnZn0uGdG1kyUQ
https://seniorart.com.au/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeHZXb0tTUDNGVFVycDYyWHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR55Rv3k2imBmej_Md-E4TOYXxcaMUBgRU0anb-_iblPNVfMEpJnCZTu8Q-rLg_aem_Zl843xR1wnZn0uGdG1kyUQ
https://www.deserres.ca/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.deltaart.ca%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExeHZXb0tTUDNGVFVycDYyWHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR55Rv3k2imBmej_Md-E4TOYXxcaMUBgRU0anb-_iblPNVfMEpJnCZTu8Q-rLg_aem_Zl843xR1wnZn0uGdG1kyUQ&h=AT0-BQRNqUfOQndlAC2T32r62bRlqwPkb8U1fFahF1IXrjZLSKcC66P8r8APD6j2rF5Y5S_0Hw8BMoIdSqeSv4XGsYELN1RroynGtpRTGoRqLCeDseIvjYmps-Okpp8ix0rFoDdFFxt0cQ&__tn__=R%5d-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1GAZK8nMEyBS7dKuphGOC6RLwXnWDvQCZVDJ7O0dAQzlSarITq6DrF4MMlGJar2TWlX3dBcd9qVymOWVhARjDxyuwEjvZ_4T3ll9Os0WrllV5DxJGc7s3FpJQPYGpNu1x0f6lo07tEyA597Rl2LnRKo--pCxj7nnQsBaT5mFHGQWZkssw
https://www.amazon.com/
https://www.hobbylobby.com/
https://www.michaels.com/

