
Conducting Immigration Evaluations
Presenter: Juan Santos, MS, CRC, LPC | 1.5 hours CE

References

Allen, B., Cisneros, E. M., & Tellez, A. (2015). The children left behind: The impact of
parental deportation on mental health. Journal of Child and Family Studies,
24(2), 386–392. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-013-9848-5

Aliens and Nationality, 8 C. F. R § 1240.56 (2012).
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2012-title8-vol1/pdf/CFR-2012-title8-v
ol1.pdf

American Counseling Association (2014). 2 014 ACA Code of Ethics. Alexandria, VA:
ACA

American Mental Health Counselors Association. (2020). Certification Clinical Mental
Health Counseling Specialist in Forensic Evaluation.
https://www.amhca.org/career/credential/apply/forensicevalutation

American Psychological Association. (1990). Guidelines for providers of psychological
services to ethnic, linguistic, and culturally diverse populations.
https://www.apa.org/pi/oema/resources/policy/provider-guidelines

American Psychological Association (2013). Specialty guidelines for forensic
psychology. American Psychologist, 68(1), 7–19. https://doi.org/10.1037/a0029889

American Psychological Association (2017a).  Ethical principles and code of conduct.
Washington, DC: APA.

American Psychological Association (2017b). Multicultural guidelines: An ecological
approach to context, identity, and intersectionality, 2017.
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/multicultural-guidelines

Barber‐Rioja, V., & Garcia‐Mansilla, A. (2019). Special considerations when conducting
forensic psychological evaluations for immigration court. Journal of Clinical
Psychology, 75(11), 2049–2059. https://doi.org/10.1002/jclp.22863

Birman, D., & Bray, E. (2017). Immigration, migration, and community psychology. In
M. A. Bond, I. Serrano-García, C. B. Keys, & M. Shinn (Eds.), APA handbook of
community psychology: Methods for community research and action for
diverse groups and issues. (pp. 313–326). American Psychological Association.
https://doi.org/10.1037/14954-018

Brabeck, K. & Qingwen Xu. (2010). The impact of detention and deportation on Latino
immigrant children and families: A quantitative exploration. Hispanic Journal
of Behavioral Sciences, 32(3), 341–361. https://doi.org/10.1177/0739986310374053

SimplePractice Learning - Conducting Immigration Evaluations - 1

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-013-9848-5
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2012-title8-vol1/pdf/CFR-2012-title8-vol1.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2012-title8-vol1/pdf/CFR-2012-title8-vol1.pdf
https://www.amhca.org/career/credential/apply/forensicevalutation
https://www.apa.org/pi/oema/resources/policy/provider-guidelines
https://doi.org/10.1037/a0029889
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/multicultural-guidelines
https://doi.org/10.1002/jclp.22863
https://doi.org/10.1037/14954-018
https://doi.org/10.1177/0739986310374053


Brownell, P., & Fenley, R. C. (2009). Older adult immigrants in the United States: Issues
and services. In F. Chang-Muy & E. P. Congress (Eds.), Social work with
immigrants and refugees: Legal issues, clinical skills and advocacy (pp.
277–307). Springer.

Budiman, A. (2020). Key findings about U.S. immigrants. Pew Research Center.
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/08/20/key-findings-about-u-s-im
migrants/

Cleveland, J., Kronick, R., Gros, H., & Rousseau, C. (2018). Symbolic violence and
disempowerment as factors in the adverse impact of immigration detention
on adult asylum seekers’ mental health. International Journal of Public
Health, 63(8), 1001–1008. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00038-018-1121-7

Cohen, P., Bartlett, B., Eisold, B., Kozberg, S., Lyons, L., & Steinberg, Z. (2019). Our
immigration and human rights work group in action: Psychoanalysts
evaluating asylum seekers, trauma and family devastation. Journal of Infant,
Child, and Adolescent Psychotherapy, 18(4), 376–393.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15289168.2019.1680938

de Arellano, M. A., Andrews, A. R., Reid-Quiñones, K., Vasquez, D., Doherty, L. S.,
Danielson, C. K., & Rheingold, A. (2018). Immigration trauma among Hispanic
youth: Missed by trauma assessments and predictive of depression and PTSD
symptoms. Journal of Latina/o Psychology, 6(3), 159–174.
https://doi.org/10.1037/lat0000090

Fuentes, C. de las, Duffer, M. R., & Vasquez, M. J. T. (2013). Gendered borders: Forensic
evaluations of immigrant women. Women & Therapy, 36(3–4), 302–318.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02703149.2013.797782

Motti-Stefanidi, F., & Masten, A. S. (2017). A resilience perspective on immigrant youth
adaptation and development. In N. J. Cabrera & B. Leyendecker (Eds.),
Handbook on Positive Development of Minority Children and Youth (pp.
19–34). Springer International Publishing.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-43645-6_2

Murshid, N. S., & Bowen, E. A. (2018). A trauma-informed analysis of the Violence
Against Women Act’s provisions for undocumented immigrant women.
Violence Against Women, 24(13), 1540–1556.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801217741991

Office of Ethnic Minority Affairs. (1993). Guidelines for providers of psychological
services to ethnic, linguistic, and culturally diverse populations. American
Psychologist, 48(1), 45–48. https://doi.org/10.1037/0003-066X.48.1.45

Passel, J. S., & Cohn, D. (2018). U.S. unauthorized immigrant total dips to lowest level
in a decade. Pew Research Center.
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2019/03/Pe
w-Research-Center_2018-11-27_U-S-Unauthorized-Immigrants-Total-Dips_Upd
ated-2019-06-25.pdf

SimplePractice Learning - Conducting Immigration Evaluations - 2

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/08/20/key-findings-about-u-s-immigrants/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/08/20/key-findings-about-u-s-immigrants/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00038-018-1121-7
https://doi.org/10.1080/15289168.2019.1680938
https://doi.org/10.1037/lat0000090
https://doi.org/10.1080/02703149.2013.797782
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-43645-6_2
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801217741991
https://doi.org/10.1037/0003-066X.48.1.45
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2019/03/Pew-Research-Center_2018-11-27_U-S-Unauthorized-Immigrants-Total-Dips_Updated-2019-06-25.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2019/03/Pew-Research-Center_2018-11-27_U-S-Unauthorized-Immigrants-Total-Dips_Updated-2019-06-25.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2019/03/Pew-Research-Center_2018-11-27_U-S-Unauthorized-Immigrants-Total-Dips_Updated-2019-06-25.pdf


Rosenberg, J. (2019). Why Are You Seeking Refuge? Conducting evaluations of
Central American asylum seekers. Journal of Human Rights and Social Work,
4(4), 229–237. https://doi.org/10.1007/s41134-019-00097-x

United States Bureau of the Census (2012). The foreign-born population in the United
States: 2010. Retrieved from http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/acs-19.pdf

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (2017a). Refugees and Asylum.
Retrieved from https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-asylum

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (2017b). Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals. Retrieved from
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-respon
se-january-2018-preliminary-injunction

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (2018). Victims of criminal
activity: U nonimmigrant status.
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/victims-of-human-trafficking-and-other-c
rimes/victims-of-criminal-activity-u-nonimmigrant-status

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (2019). USCIS policy manual (Vol.
9, Part B, Chapter 1––Purpose and background).
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-9-part-b-chapter-1

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (2021). Frequently asked
questions.
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/consideration-of-deferred-action-for-child
hood-arrivals-daca/frequently-asked-questions

United States Department of Homeland Security (n.d.). U and T visa law enforcement
resource guide for federal, state, local, tribal and territorial law enforcement,
prosecutors, judges, and other government agencies.
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/PM_15-4344 U and T Visa
Law Enforcement Resource Guide 11.pdf

United States Department of Homeland Security. (2020). Table 16. Individuals granted
asylum affirmatively or defensively: Fiscal years 1990 to 2018.
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics/yearbook/2018/table16

Vaisman-Tzachor, R. (2012). Psychological evaluations in federal immigration courts:
Fifteen years in the making—Lessons learned. The Forensic Examiner, 21(2),
42-53.

Vaisman-Tzachor, R. (2014). Psychological assessment protocol for asylum
applications in federal immigration courts. Annals of the American
Psychotherapy Association. Retrieved from
http://www.annalsofpsychotherapy.com/articles/2014/PDF/Vaisman-Tzachor_N
ov14.pdf

SimplePractice Learning - Conducting Immigration Evaluations - 3

https://doi.org/10.1007/s41134-019-00097-x
http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/acs-19.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-asylum
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-response-january-2018-preliminary-injunction
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-response-january-2018-preliminary-injunction
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/victims-of-human-trafficking-and-other-crimes/victims-of-criminal-activity-u-nonimmigrant-status
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/victims-of-human-trafficking-and-other-crimes/victims-of-criminal-activity-u-nonimmigrant-status
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-9-part-b-chapter-1
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/consideration-of-deferred-action-for-childhood-arrivals-daca/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/consideration-of-deferred-action-for-childhood-arrivals-daca/frequently-asked-questions
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/PM_15-4344%20U%20and%20T%20Visa%20Law%20Enforcement%20Resource%20Guide%2011.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/PM_15-4344%20U%20and%20T%20Visa%20Law%20Enforcement%20Resource%20Guide%2011.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics/yearbook/2018/table16
http://www.annalsofpsychotherapy.com/articles/2014/PDF/Vaisman-Tzachor_Nov14.pdf
http://www.annalsofpsychotherapy.com/articles/2014/PDF/Vaisman-Tzachor_Nov14.pdf


Venkataramani, A. S., & Tsai, A. C. (2017). Dreams deferred—The public health
consequences of rescinding DACA. New England Journal of Medicine, 377(18),
1707–1709. https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMp1711416

Weiss, R. A., & Rosenfeld, B. (2012). Navigating cross-cultural issues in forensic
assessment: Recommendations for practice. Professional Psychology:
Research and Practice, 43(3), 234–240. https://doi.org/10.1037/a0025850

SimplePractice Learning - Conducting Immigration Evaluations - 4

https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMp1711416
https://doi.org/10.1037/a0025850

