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INTRODUCING KANJI

Kanji is the final of the three Japanese alphabets but
rather than being a syllabary like hiragana and
katakana, there are thousands of kanji characters all
with different meanings.

Many Kanji have more than one pronunciation or
‘reading’ but some only have one. The different readings
are onyomi (&, A & #), which is “sound reading”,
derived from Chinese, or kunyomi (§ll5#, < A &k &),
which is “meaning reading”, and are native Japanese
readings.

In Japanese elementary, middle and high schools,
students learn more than 2,000 jyoyo kanji (& FEF),
or regularly used kaniji, this is also the number of kanji
required to pass the highest level of the JLPT.

To correctly write each character, the kanji have a
specific stroke order, typically this is horizontal
strokes firsts before vertical strokes, from top to
bottom left to right.

Fun fact: There are more than 50,000 kanji, however,
most native Japanese don’'t know nearly that many
by heart!

See attached for a chart of the Kanji covered in this
booklet. This booklet is desighed to be printed so you
can learn and practice stroke order.
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I HE-EA XF mountain
Bk H > mountain
j $ i
H E e >% moon
ZEZ |4y, #v | Monday, month
! o P
* HE-EN X tree, wood
B E£7% | Thursday, tree, wood
= : N
MiEH |0k (D) one
G n
BxdH 1 F one
ru—— '5,“5/%:7} RS = (7) two
— | H P = two
MeEA | A-> (D) | three
Bk 4> three




MNExEA | L-(2), &4 | four
B v four
. - . :
i Mk | W2 (D) five
BinH a five
. kA Lo (D) six
N\ Bindk w iy six
= 7 -
l MigdH | e, R (D) | seven
Bin v F seven
H B X5 () eight
/ \ Tk INF eight
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MNixkAH |2 2D(2) | nine
BnAH nine
Nz A ten
BEinH ten
E E day, date
BinH Sunday, day, date,
$ £ B origin, base
B book
]

W

c

<

g

person, human
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-ian (Italian, Australian, etc.), -er (sender, speaker, etc.)




% 3|35 & X% | point, former, before, earlier
B + > | former, previous
4 -
W(%3), 3(¥n3), 3 (&), &%, |live born, give birth, raw,

H B wW(ind), X(23%), 2(T) make the best use of, grow
i 2 | 4, vaY life, student
'L\.l, MizAr | F4(IJ) | study, learn
'3 B A7 learn, knowledge, education
pY % . kY
A= | MFEAH | W), B2%(5) | go, conduct
‘T Bk Ao, ¥av going, action
7 A .
* BB <(3) come

B 54 next, since




'g MNixzAH | A (B). A (F) | go back, return
,Fﬁ B * returning, belonging
. I - =
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ﬁ FEA (< (F). =2(R3B) |eat
HoxAH | vag food, meal, eat
VY L : /i y
o - ' A 3
ﬁh s | o) | drink
A BinH 4> drinking
J N
om | s | 5 (5) | by
B =2 oy
3 X ’ : rJ> ] o ir
¥ 1 = il
Z Hl Bl S name
BEixH AA name, famous, counter for people




X MimkH | BB, EEEFW big
BiRH g4, 94 big, great
n MEEdH | LIS, A | what how many
2 BEeA ya) what
A\ EH | H(3) | meet
| 2= HA meeting, gathering
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* CE Y. (¥+¥) | society,company
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car, vehicle
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thousand
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ﬁ Bk | v N ten thousand, completely
H zEA | £ 5(W) round
Bt A circle, yen
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every-
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time, moment, hour
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divide, split
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part, minute
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country
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national




k El e (0 fire
BEAH A Tuesday, fire
{i .\
K H B &F | water
7 BiRA 24 | Wednesday, water
1| -
ﬁ H B 4 | money
E##H |+>. 3> Friday, gold
Y m
MNizkH | 2B soil
i Bt F, b Saturday, soil
$ Hl B ¥L year
Bind - 7 year
r 2=




(L) | write

H B2
BtH | V3 book, handwriting
B E R friend
HEid | 3 friend, friendship
*
kA | T () rest stop
EZEH | Fary | rest holiday
i = a .
H e wi now
B ar the current (month, year, etc.)
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L BEixnH avy week
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1:,1-\- H B - -
X E#xA | a9 school
: J o
/ b -
el | ENEFEA | FA before, beforehand, pre-
H'J ExHs | € before, beforehand, pre-
] B :
H B - -
I BinH - daytime
/ﬁ FEA | Hr. 5L3 | after, back
1 HFmkA |av, I after
s , B ,
= | MFEH | L(L) | read
= 14 N N
a/b| 554 | F7 read




E MizA | A(3). #(Z3). #(E3) | look see show
BiA | > view
! -
= g :
Fa MikH | E2(K). (2 A %) listen, hear
H EimA | 7> listen, hear
4@ Mz | DD things, stuff
H#%A | 7. Y | goods, products
g - ! 4 L ] ;
H B 2N (X (x mother
& B i mother
2\N|ilESAs | BB father
X B 7 father
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Hic older brother
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FaH, A4 older brother
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Hh older sister

AN

S/ older sister
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B ¥ 5 ¥ | younger brother
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9'4,5 4 | younger brother
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W3 9 ¥ | younger sister
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<A1 younger sister
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tribe, family
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summer
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*x H e H s autumn
E#%A | va™ | autumn
; z .
x H B G winter
< | BRAH Xy, winter
h/’ * .\
EH H H< morning
H#%H | F3 | morning
- b ) -
B MEA | V3B daytime
P %%7%}/' '9" 2 '7 daytlme
= v. . . .
MEA L. £ 3B | night
i L ¥ night
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IAq English, British
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ph=y | HliEH | T (W)| cheap
ﬁ' ZiE safe
n. %’“%}’T’.’.Jf 7= i,\(\,\) hlgh, tall
I9)| =5 high, tall
2 L (X)), 2 | small
INE—
= 3w small
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Hr-5(LW) | new
v

new

xS | 35()| old
E Eiias | 3 old
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2 H5(W) | long

mf | &
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F a2 | long, -head, chief, manager, leader

&

A shop, store
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H B - -
BitH | TF | station
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H B - -
%A | 7> | electricity

AMiEAH | 1ER(F). R L | talk speak, story
BEimAH 7 counter for stories
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